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KUCI is Orange County's finest (and only) alterna-
tive station. So.. what exactly is alternative music?
Alternative music is all about preserving the artistry
and creativity in music. It's not just bands who
couldn’t make it to commercial radio: the bands
simply don’t fit the restrictive formula that the music,
“industry” has found profitable. When bands sell out
and try to fit the marketable mold, they fall into an
inevitable rut, whereas alternative bands are more
free from industry demands to explore progressive
styles.

Alternative music, however, is dying! Independent
labels are being replaced by “alternative” branches of
the two mega-conglomerates Sony & Time /Warner.

The bottom line is profit, not music, as shown in the
/// switch from albums to CDs, which cost them half as

much to make and yet they cost us twice as much to
buy. This is typical of the moneymaking schemes of
corporate rock and what it amounts to is bullshit.
The real bottom line is that music is an artform and
not a product.

While “alternative” is really hard to define, I think
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Two-headed alien baby aban- it comes down to why one listens to music. If you
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crap that KROQ & Pirate feed you. But if you want

MTV's “alternative" video show, /20 Minutes
broadcasts about 22 music videos in 2 hours.
The * of those artists affiliated with independ-
ent record labels: 3, and about 52 mind-numb-
ing commercials are thrown in for vou.

An average 2 hour radio show at KUCI broad-
casts aboutl 32 songs, 27 of which are affiliated
with indie labels and we have NO com mercials
(and we've got REAL personalities, unlike Dave
Kendall)

Alternative Music is

“ better'than sex” -Chameleon

mainstream music is thrown at you."

heard elsewhere? and 2. Does the band create new,
innovative, advenlurous music as opposed to rehearsing
the same tune over and over” ‘Fred
i1 doesnl have mass com mercial appeal but 1t
does have aesthetic value.”
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“Punk is dead, speed metal is boring, pop is stupid,
industrial is computerized, basically,the only real al-
ternative art form is free jazz.” -Mr. Mystery
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